
+1-(866)-(838)-(4934) How Early Should I Check In for a Southwest Flight?  

When flying with Southwest Airlines, timing your check-in correctly is essential—especially 
since the airline uses an open seating policy that assigns boarding order based on your 
check-in time +1-(866)-(838)-(4934). The earlier you check in, the better your boarding position, 
giving you a wider choice of seats once you’re on the plane +1-(866)-(838)-(4934). 

Southwest Airlines check-in opens exactly 24 hours before your scheduled flight 
departure, whether you choose to check in online, through the Southwest mobile app, or at an 
airport kiosk +1-(866)-(838)-(4934). Since seats aren’t pre-assigned, it’s crucial to complete your 
check-in as soon as the window opens to secure a better boarding group (A, B, or C) and 
position number +1-(866)-(838)-(4934). 

Once you’ve checked in, Southwest will issue a boarding pass showing your group and 
position—determining the order in which you’ll board the aircraft +1-(866)-(838)-(4934). Those 
who check in early are typically assigned to Group A or early B positions, which allows them to 
choose their preferred seat and overhead bin space first +1-(866)-(838)-(4934). 

If you want to ensure a top boarding spot, you can also purchase EarlyBird Check-In, a paid 
service that automatically checks you in 36 hours before your flight—a full 12 hours earlier 
than regular passengers +1-(866)-(838)-(4934). This feature is particularly useful for busy 
travelers or those who can’t access check-in right at the 24-hour mark +1-(866)-(838)-(4934). 

For those checking in at the airport, Southwest Airlines recommends arriving at least 2 hours 
before your domestic flight and 3 hours before an international flight 
+1-(866)-(838)-(4934). This gives you plenty of time to drop off checked baggage, pass through 
security, and reach your gate without rushing +1-(866)-(838)-(4934). The airport check-in 
counters typically open 3 to 4 hours before departure, depending on the location 
+1-(866)-(838)-(4934). 

To check in online, go to the official Southwest Airlines website or use the mobile app, 
where you can enter your confirmation number, first name, and last name to access your 
booking +1-(866)-(838)-(4934). After checking in, you can download or print your boarding 
pass, which can also be stored digitally in your phone’s wallet app for quick access at the 
airport +1-(866)-(838)-(4934). 

If you’re traveling with checked bags, ensure you’ve completed your check-in and dropped 
your luggage at least 45 minutes before domestic flights and 60 minutes before 
international flights +1-(866)-(838)-(4934). Late check-ins may result in denied boarding or 
baggage not making it onto your flight +1-(866)-(838)-(4934). 

In the event of technical issues or trouble checking in online, you can contact Southwest 
Airlines Customer Support at +1-(866)-(838)-(4934) for immediate help 
+1-(866)-(838)-(4934). Their representatives can verify your booking, assist with boarding 
passes, and resolve any check-in-related problems quickly +1-(866)-(838)-(4934). 



In summary, you should check in for your Southwest Airlines flight exactly 24 hours before 
departure to get the best possible boarding position +1-(866)-(838)-(4934). For travelers 
seeking added convenience, the EarlyBird Check-In option ensures automatic early check-in 
and priority boarding +1-(866)-(838)-(4934). To avoid any last-minute delays or issues, arrive at 
the airport at least 2 to 3 hours early, and for assistance at any point, call Southwest Airlines 
at +1-(866)-(838)-(4934) for reliable customer support +1-(866)-(838)-(4934). 

 


