STORY FOUR -

In Flanders there once lived a lady of high birth, of birth so hi
indeed, . that there was no one higher in the land. She had
children and had been twice widowed. After her second hu
band's death she had gone to live with her brother, who
very fond.of her. He was himself a noble lord of high estat
married to the daughter of a King. This young Prince was mu
given to his pleasures, being fond of the ladies, of hunting a
generally enjoying himself, just as one would expect of a you
onan. His wife, however, was rather difficult, and did not enjt
the same things as he did, so he always used to take his s
along as well, because she, while being a sensible and virtu
woman, was also the most cheerful and lively
could imagine. S

Now there was a certain gentleman attached to the houscho
an extremely tall man, whose charm and good looks made
stand out among his companions. Taki
that his master’s sister was a very b
herself, it occurred to him that it mig
amorous overture from a well-bred gentleman might not be:§
her taste. So he zpproached her, only to find that her reply w
not what he would have expected. Nevertheless, in spite 0
fact that she had given him the sort of answer that becomes

honest woman and a princess, she had had no difficulty in foz

giving this good-looking and well-bred man for having been
presumptuous. Indeed, she made it plain that she did not-
mind his talking to her, though she also frequently remin
him that he must be careful what he said. In order to conting
to enjoy the honour and pleasure of her company, he was onl
too glad to promise not to return to his earlier overtures.
as time went by his passion grew stronger, until he forgot
promises altogether. Not that he dared risk opening the subj
again verbally — he had already to his cost had a taste of he
ability to answer him back with her words of wisdom. No

it

what he had in mind was this. If he could find the right timos
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and place, then might she not relent and indulge him a little,
and indulge herself at the same ime? After all, she was a widow
and young, healthy and vivacious. To this end he mentioned to
his master that he had lands adjoining his home that offered
excellent hunting, and assured him that if he came ‘nd hunted
a stag or two in May he would have the time of his life. Partly
because he liked the gentleman and partly because he was
addicted to hunting, the Prince accepted this invitation, and
went to stay at his house, which was, as onc would expect of
the richest man in the land, a very fine place and very well main-
tained. In one wing of the house the gentleman accommodated
the Prince and his wife. In the other wing opposite he accom-
modated the lady whom by now he loved more than he loved
life itself. Her room had been luxuriously decorated from top
10 bottom with tapestries, and the floor was thickly covered
with matting —so that it was impossible to sec the trap-door by
the side of the bed which led down to the room beneath. The
gentleman’s mother, who normally slept in this room, was old,
and her catarrh made her cough in the night, so, in order to avoid
disturbing the Princess, she had exchanged rooms with her son.
Every evening this old lady took preserves up to the Princess,
accompanied by her son, who, being very close to the brother
of the. Princess, was naturally permitted to attend both her
coucher-and her lever. Needless to say, these pecasions constantly
served to inflame his passion.

So it was that one evening he kept her up very late, and only
ieft her room when he saw she was falling aslecp. Back in his_
own room, he put on the most magnificent and most highly
perfumed nightshirt he possessed, and on his head he placed the
most beautifully decorated nightcap you ever saw. As he
admired himself in his mirror, he was absolutely convinced that
there was not 2 woman in the world who could possibly resist
such a handsome and elegant sight. He looked forward with
catisfaction to the success of his little plan, and went off to his
bed. Not that he expected to stay there long, burning with desire
as hie was, and quite confident that he was soon to win his place
in 2 bed that was both more pleasurable and more honourable
than his own. Once he had dismissed his attendants, he got
up to tock the door, and listened carefully for noises in the Prin-
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cesy’s roont above, When he-was. sure-alliwas quiet;. he:fy
%o the-task.-Bit by: bit he gently lowered thie trapedoor;
beén well constructed:- andwas so-densely.covered with:c
that; not -2+ sound<was made.-He. isted -himselfithrough
apertiire and-into the'roont abiove: The Pri st fi
asleep. Withqut:more ado;:without-:
‘station, or for the: duty: and; respe
indeed,;s0.much ds. 2 by-your:
her. Before she knew where she. was ]

her arms. But-she - was-a strong: woran:

toJash: out. scratching and:biting for all shewas sorth. H
. terified. she would:call: for-help;. and; felr obliged. to-stufl:

sorry: state indeed. Jt
had set out burning
going to-receive hi

what you deserve. [
Vnﬂn%&eﬁ-ﬁ.mﬂuﬁo“a rom. the star nrhww A
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clutches,-she demanded fo know -who: i was,: and: proceed

" heart and her'love; Lovght not 1o ﬁg@.ﬁ%mﬂﬁﬁuwﬂ&,,%wwn..,. )
not to Eanﬁ&aﬂkamﬂngﬁa&%v%g& - oughtto: -
have devoted - niyself-to- ‘her: servite, in - humnility and “with

patience; accepting: thiat 1-must ‘wait tilf love should ”ﬁﬁaﬂwﬂ

For without. love,:whit- good- 10" 4-matt -are® prowess: and

ﬂrﬁwn&,.agﬁ?wﬁ e

And so0-hesat.the whole tight through; Weeping, goasking
his seeth and: wishing:thé incidenit had never happenied:lnthe

morning: he Tooked: st himsel f-again”in: the: mirrot; -and: séeing

that his face-was lacerated all:over, he ook to his:bed; pretesd~

ing he was-desperately. Eﬂj&wo&@..ﬁ..uu.m_umna..wammﬂunnn,mw&..ﬂwnﬂ

light. There be remained until his:visitors had.gone homie. 1=
Meanwhile;:the-Princess was triumphanc:She. knew: il the

only-perso i-at-her brother's court:whto- would-daré: to doisuch.

an extraordinary thing-was thie yaniwhohad &&ﬂ&%&n&&wmﬁ_
so bold:asito declare his love: In‘other wordsy sheknew: perfecily-

well that the cilprit-wasther host: Wich:the help.of her ladysin- -

waiting she:looked rovind-all-the. possible-hiding-p olaces-in the
room, without; of ¢ourse; findirig-anybody.. She was beside-her=

u&m.ﬁm&..._._umn.h.E&ﬁﬁmﬂ%%ﬁgmq@;..&q@&u&.&mﬁ&q. .
master ‘of the: house hims ‘n_m‘Hw»mqﬁnﬁ&%ﬁaﬁq@%ﬂﬂ.ﬁ -
And mark my words; I-shall speik to'my brother in‘the moit-
ing, anid- P Hhave: the nisn’s head as proofiof my: chastity!™

Secing’ ..“.moi_.‘.unw..%mtn.ﬂ.iﬁ@&.‘.M_mmw.m%i&abm@ﬁm_u.nmmq..#

am pleased: to- see: that your-honour mesns-so ‘much: to- you,
Madame; and-tharin ordes-to: enihyrice it you hiave no-ifitertion”
of sparing this-man’s life-=he-has alfeady. taken 00 miny ‘tisks’

with it becauseof his violet-love for: you::But-it -very ioften

. happens that ﬂ&n.ﬂ...v.un....ﬁo try to enhance theirhonout; theyonly -
end: up--doirig / the ‘opposite.: ‘- would therefore - urge” you,

Madame;-to-tell-me- the plair sruth-about the ‘whole-affair:’ -
Wheii she-had :heard -the whole:story,  she asked: Do you
assupe tiie thag all:he got from: you was:blows and s cratches?
1 doassute you;’™ came-the:reply, ‘that:that was all he-got;

and unléss-he manages:to-find a vety:good: doctor indeed; we'll”

see the imirks.on’his face: tomorrow:’.. . -

“Well, that being:so;” the-old lady went.on;: it gx?im :

that "you-should.be thinking about giving:thanks'to the Lord,

rather chan- talking -about gevenge: It ‘must-have: taken  somé -
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: ﬂ courage, you know;.1o make such 2 daring arempt, and at this you from the path of virwe, in spite of his Jove for you,and in

\ —HomeRrhemuitbe fecling so mortified by his failuce, that death E spite of vsing physical violence against you. For this you should

humble yourself before God, and acknowledge that it was ot

your virmue that saved you. Fot there have boen many women,

women who have Jed 2 far mare austere life than you have, who T

pore been humiliated by men B Jess wonthy of affection than 0 g g

the man we are wlking of. From noW on you should be cven,,

- gV it AL o and ear in WWM&M.,. 5

- T 1 that there aic premty of wamen ‘who have escaped from

danger the first time, only 10 succumb the sccond. Never forget

that Love is blind, Madame, and descends upon his wictims at

the very moment when 1hey are treading 3 path which they

think is safe, but which in reality is slippery and treacherous. 1
Lould never allude in any W2y 10 ;

[ 1E what you want
is revenge, then you should just leave hint to bis passion and his
humiliation ~ he'll torture himself much maze than you rould.
3 OuTE ConceEned about ot ROnour, then be careful nat
10 fall into the same trap 33 he did. He promised himselfalt kinds
of pleasures and delighss, and whathe actually got was the worst
disappointment that any gentkeman could ever suffer. So take
care, Madame,~ if you try 10 make yout honour cven more
impressive,-you may- only end’up doing the opposite. It you
make an official complaint against him, you will have 1o bring
the whole thing.into the openy: whereas at the moment nobody
knows anything; and he cerninly won't go and tell anybody.
. Whatis grote, just suppose you did go ahead, and Monscigocur, 4 r anyone Ci¥e, 280 =T -
your brother,:did. bring; the case to justice, and the poor ma 2 u s cnd ot to understand what
was putto deudh= prople will say that he must have had his way B i are two dangers that you
with youcMogt people will arguc that it's not very casy 1o accept will be able to svoid. First of all, there’s the danget of much:w
{1 that;a man can cazry out “sach an 3, unjesy e has BEE ghven i sumph. And then (hEEE's he “Fangek that you MIght.
:{ a-gerainiAmount of. coursgement -by«<the lady concemed. i tominded of the pleasuees of e 50 . Even the
‘ ; <t chaste of women have S hard Gime preventing some spark
of pleasure being aroused by such things, howevet much they
strive to avoid them. Finally, Madame, 0 that he should not
get it into bis head that you in some way enjoyed what he tried
. ta do, 1 wonld advise YOU 10 gradually stop seciog 50 much of
 him, In that way you il bring home to him what 3 Tow
' opinion you have of his foolish and wicked behaviour Atthe
b samc nme fre will be brought 10 sc¢ what a good person yon are
% 10 have been satishied with the triumph that God has already
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You're young and auractive; you e very i sGciablke in |
all kinds, of company= There jen’t a single person at this court
~wlhic-hasn't sccn the cacouraging Way you treat the man you ar¢
now suspecting. That could only make people conclude that if
he did indecd do wharyousayy thén it couldn’t have bren with-
ocut some blame being due.go you as well, Your honour, which
up 4ill now has been such that you've been. able t© hold your
head high wherever you went, would be pur in doubt wherever
this story was heard.i e g TR .

A she listened 10 ngs.ef hes ladyei ~Waiting., §  granted you. without secking any further revenge. May God
the Princess knew that what she was saying was e She would - grant you the geace, Madame, 10 continue in the path of virtue

i

indecd be cized and blamed, in view of the encoucapin

E.  wherein he has placed you, £ "-ontinue to Jove and to serve Him
} cven beuer than hitherto, in the knowledge that it is from Him
R, nngﬁwu:nwo&awﬁmaiv. , R N
k. The Princess made up her mind to foliow the wise counsel
f. of her jady~in-waiting, and slept peaccfully for the rest of the
£ night, while the wretched geatleman below spent 3 pight of
[ sicepless tomment. ST e

- The next day the Princess’s brother was teady to depart, and

9% .

tuimaie way she had alwaya treated the, gentleman, so she asked
her. lady-in-waitin & what she thought she ought to do. "0 2 -
# “It is.most gracious of you, Madame, . the old lady replied,
1o heed my sdvice, You know. that 1 have great affcetion for
yous Well, it seems to mie that you should gejoice in your heart
that this man = and he.is the mosk: w»iuoan,%&waku&
_geotleman 13w in my lifc=has been completely unable to fum
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